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" Application/Control Num^ 09/07J.643 Pa 8 e 2 

Art Unit: 3671 

The Mowing is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

^^,t L l^ect mktt^sTvS would have been obvious at tbr time the jnv«*on was made toa ptnc* 
^^^^Jil^^^^^. ^tabOity shall not be negate by the 

maimer in which the invention was made. . 

Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable ove^ifaguire} 
M^uiSdiscloses a hand held gardening implement having a feme which comprises the 
rake h^dlels and center portion 10a of the holder, a rake head (having working dements 
(tines) capable of piercing the ground at the proximal end of the frame, a brace 10c (figure 3) 
attached to the center portion 10a of the frame at the distal end, a handle 1 1 intennediate the 
working element and projecting away from the frame 18,10a in the opposite direction as the 
working element, and the brace 1 0c is formed of a circular metallic rod stock. 

However, a cushion for contacting the forearm on the brace is not specificaUy disclosed. 
Pfister discloses a cushion 20 to the degree as claimed on a brace portion of a hand tool. 
It wouldTS^been an obvious choice in design to provide a cushion as seen in Pfister to the 
brace Maguire to provide a comfortable rest for the forearm. To provide such a cushion to offer 
comfort and ease of operation, especially when the tool is being used for an extended period of 
time or handling a burdensome load would be considered obvious. 

Re claimie, metal tine rakes with a substantially rectangular head (not the fanned-types 
used in raking leaves) can be used for digging. Hoes can also be used with the implement holder 
(coL 3, lines 24-32). 

Applicant's arguments are deemed moot in view of the present rejection. 
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